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DAYAA SATAKAM

FOURTH DECAD

THE third Decad started with a sloka in which the wore
* Maalinee' finds a place. The fourth decad employs th<
Malinee metre. It is a metre with fifteen aksharaas in a paada
Its lilting rhythm is a very pleasing feature of this metre.

As the stotra proceeds, the incorporation in it of the thoughts
and ideas of the Dramidopanishad becomes more and more appa-
rent. The topic of the fourth * Paththu ' (u.^s^) of Tiruvoimozhi
is the Sarva-bhogyaatisaayitvam of the Lord. That is, His enjoy-
ablenoss and the delectation He affords to His devotees, excel
every other enjoyment known to man: against them the other
enjoyments pale into nothingness. In the second decad the ati-
bhogyabhava or high degree of enjoyability was enjoyed. After
knowing about His beautiful Roopa in the 3rd paththu, Nammalwar
postulates that no other enjoyment can come anywhere near the
enjoyable quality of the Lord and thereby demonstrates how He
excels (arfaOT) all other joys.   This fourth decad of Daya Sataka
deals with this trait of the Lord very pointedly as we shall see.

While singing the very first sloka of this decad it is obvious
that the poet is thinking of the gist of the first verse of Nammalwar's
fourth Paththu " sir^tlOu/D^SfsfSfX^i ^tuiSQ^s) " ' Betake
yourselves betimes to thinking of Him and thereby save yourselves."
The idea of this 31st sloka is, while there is strength in the body
and while the karanaas are properly functioning let me go up the
Tirumalai Hill and take my residence there to obtain the grace
of the Gracious Lord of that Hill.